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Foreword by the President

In recent years, we have been committed to achieving
the independence of our Secretariat. | have always
believed that without independence, there can be no
true freedom of representation toward our international
stakeholders. We succeeded in this endeavor, allowing
us to expand and deepen our relationships with key
entities such as EURAMET, EURACHEM, IMEKO, UNIDO,
and others. Furthermore, together with EURAMET and
other international partners, we have obtained the
funding of a European project on food safety which
further increases the visibility and relevance of our
federation.

At the same time, we restructured our Technical
Committee for Quality Assurance (TCQA). These Working
Groups have begun to operate effectively, producing
valuable documents that support the activities of our
members—particularly laboratories and conformity
assessment bodies (CABs) in general. We have invested,
and continue to invest, significant effort in these
initiatives. Of course, everything can always be
improved, as continuous improvement is at the core of
our work. However, | firmly believe that together we
have achieved excellent results. That said, | also believe
the time has come for change. New challenges lie ahead
for European laboratories and CABs, and we must take
proactive steps to strengthen National Associations and
their connection to EUROLAB. CABs require a dual level
of representation: one at the national level, to assist and
support them in their interactions with NABs, ministries,
and public administration agencies, while also providing
services tailored to their members' needs; and one at
the international level, through EUROLAB. International
representation can bring the interests of our sector to
the attention of key international stakeholders such as
the European Commission, European Accreditation,
Standardisation Bodies, and technical organizations.
This approach will facilitate the development of
knowledge and best practices, which can then be shared
with National Associations and be disseminated among
their members.

Paolo
Moscatti

66

European conformity assessment
bodies, and in particular
laboratories, as they generally
belong to the category of small
and medium-sized enterprises,
need a dual level of
representation—both national
and international—to make their
voices heard at decision-making
tables that influence operational
procedures and market access.
Only close collaboration between
National Associations and
EUROLAB can ensure that CABs
receive an adequate level of
representation at both the
national and international levels.

To meet these challenges, EUROLAB must evolve. It must strengthen its connections with
national CAB associations, enhance its collaborations with other European organizations
representing CABs, and achieve financial sustainability that enables it to operate effectively,
making the best use of the intellectual resources available within the Secretariat and
contributed by our members. There is much work to be done. We are a dynamic and engaged
community, dedicated to serving European institutions, businesses, and citizens. Let's do it
together: CAB, National Associations, and EUROLAB.

2
eurolab



Foreword by the
Secretary General

66

Laura
Martin

2025 comes with various ambitious
projects that will aim to enhance and
enlarge EUROLAB and reinforce the
trustworthiness and excellence of
European conformity assessment
practices worldwide. Together, we
will work towards the continued
development of EUROLAB's added-
value and dedication in upholding
quality and fostering collaboration
across borders.

EUROLAB successfully ended 2024 having
embarked on actions and projects in
relevant fields such as accreditation and
standardisation, food safety and quality,
digitalisation and sustainability. During
the year, EUROLAB focused on continuing
to enhance collaboration with our national
experts and key stakeholders, joining
forces in representing laboratories and
other CABs, as well as bringing our added-
value to the development of a sustainable
quality infrastructure (Ql) in Europe. In line
with our Observer membership in the
European QI Network, EUROLAB took the
initiative to create a Task Force which
brings together other organisations active
in the conformity assessment fields in
Europe.

Moreover,  capacity  building  and
knowledge sharing continue to represent
an important part of our strategy which
we do by working with our members to
organise various trainings and seminars,
drafting guidelines, and updating our
already existing CookBooks.

The Secretariat will continue to focus on
raising EUROLAB's visibility, supporting
our representatives, and engaging in
various opportunities for projects. In
addition, our online presence continues to
grow. This makes EUROLAB’s efforts and
actions visible to a wider community who
might be interested in finding
collaboration opportunities to support the
rapid advancement of the laboratory and
CAB community.
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EUROLAB in Brief

EUROLAB is the European Federation of National Associations, grouping together 25
National Associations of laboratories and other CABs, composed of 18 Active Members, 3
Associated Members, 1 Observer Member and 3 International Affiliates from Europe and
beyond.

Thanks to the expertise and experience of the national associations, EUROLAB unites a vast
network of laboratories, inspection, certification and notified bodies. This strong
foundation enables EUROLAB to maintain robust engagement with key stakeholders on a
European level, ensuring that the voice of laboratories and conformity assessment is
represented. This role underscores the dedication to upholding quality and fostering
collaboration across borders, reinforcing the trustworthiness and excellence of European
conformity assessment practices worldwide.

EUROLAB has proved to be highly effective in influencing key relevant policies and
regulations at the European level, being engaged in influencing EU policies including those
on conformity assessment and accreditation of notified bodies. EUROLAB represents its
members’ interests in influencing the development of international standards and
accreditation rules through its engagement with I1SO, ILAC and EA and their constituent
working groups.

EUROLAB collaborates with a

wide range of European and eurolab Galaxy
International stakeholders: - MASA - Echa National
e Memoranda of [HEE - e ——
Understanding with IMEKO, . com © ERAT AEoCC Lass/
. EFNDT + GULFMET Partners : (L
Eurachem and EURAMET psing s Members
eholders
e Technical Collaboration = e = e General i
. Assembly BN
Agreement with GULFMET I RRICOATIR elEA GARNSIEs0/cAEc0NE
e Works closely with various e e e G
» DG Trade :Quality Assurancev,, ° H ° I
other stakeholder partners - e N SEi SEER
from the industry and : S

laboratory sectors

Moreover, EUROLAB proudly serves as an Observer Member within the European
Quality Infrastructure Network, representing Conformity Assessment, one of the
core pillars of the Quality Infrastructure.
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Membership Categories

EUROLAB members are divided in four categories, based on different
requirements depending on the profile of the applicant. All of them must
be constituted under the laws and regulations of their country of origin:

Active members: one legal not-for-profit entity per member of the

C European Union (EU) or the European Free Trade Association

%\ (EFTA), which must have demonstrated its representative character

concerning public or private measurement, testing and analytical
laboratories within its national community;

Associated members: one legal not-for-profit entity per country from
countries eligible for membership to the EU or EFTA, or from a country

n that is a participating member of the European Neighbourhood Policy,
which must have demonstrated its representative character concerning
public or private measurement, testing and analytical laboratories
within its national community.

Observer members: legal entities, associations, or groups of
organisations not eligible for active or associated membership,
with an interest in measurement, testing and analytical activities.

International affiliate members: legal entities, associations, or
groups of organisations constituted under the laws and
regulations of their country of origin that are not eligible for active
or associated membership, with an interest in measurement,
testing and analytical activities.

eurolab



Representation)

Objectives

Coordination

7

Represents the European conformity
assessment sector regarding political and
technical issues having a direct impact on
the European Quality Infrastructure,
while contributing to the safety of
consumers, businesses, competitiveness,
the sustainability of the internal market,
and harmonization of accreditation.

Promotion

e

Provides networking and knowledge
sharing  opportunities  with key
stakeholders who have a direct impact
on Quality Infrastructure and the
conformity assessment field, thus
striving to avoid duplication of efforts
and activities, while amplifying the voice
of the conformity assessment sector.

Acts and contributes whenever needed to
key regulatory developments by providing

adequate means for the sharing of
information, experience and technical
expertise through the publication of
Position  Papers, Technical Reports,
CookBooks, Seminars, and Technical
Working Groups.
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Secretariat

Secretary General Policy Officer
Laura Martin Marine Elia
laura.martin@eurolab.org marine.elia@eurolab.org

In order to be a recognised stakeholder and actively involved in EU-related matters and
increase its visibility in the EU scene, it is important for the EUROLAB Secretariat to be
located in Brussels.

The EUROLAB General Secretariat provides a platform for our members to discuss
issues of concern and exchange information and viewpoints. It also acts as a facilitator
for members’ interests to be heard by the EU institutions. The General Secretariat also
supports the Technical Committees, which provide expert input on key legislative or
standardisation initiatives, and the different Working Groups. EUROLAB works closely
with key stakeholders on common issues in the laboratory community.

Services provided by the EUROLAB EUROLARB priority areas for 2025:
Secretariat: * Regulation Bodies: developments in
Representation in the EU Institutions European legislation on testing,
Representation at conferences conformity assessment and product

Monitoring selected EU legislation safety in the fields:

Monitoring of ISO, EA, ILAC and IAF o ESG, including sustainability,
work Green Deal, Corporate Social
Organising meetings / events / Responsibility

trainings o Food

Publication of quarterly newsletter / o Medical Devices

position papers / Annual Reports ° Energy

Participation in European Projects * Metrology and Calibration
Positioning the sector & engaging with e Accreditation and Standardisation
key stakeholders * The Lab of the Future developments,
Communications & awareness raise including machine learning,
Support & management of Technical digitalisation, cybersecurity,
Committees, Working Groups, etc robotisation, Al, blockchain, etc

eurolab




EUROLAB Highlights 2024

Strategic meetings with key
stakeholders

Five Regional Quality Infrastructure Organizations of Europe (CEN, CENELEC, EA,
WELMEC, EURAMET) signed a Memorandum of Understanding to create the
European QI Network on 7 March, 2024. Since then, EQIN also welcomed PROSAFE
(Product Safety Forum of Europe) as a new member, strengthening the network’s
expertise in market surveillance and product safety across the EEA. In June 2024,
EUROLAB was accepted as an Observer Member representing the Conformity
Assessment pillar in the Network. In this view, EUROLAB created a Task Force
gathering various other CAB organisations (EACL, EFNDT, ETICS, 1I0OA, NoBoMet, TIC
Council, other organisations are welcome) in order to have a wide representation of
the sector within the Network.

As EQIN continues its work to enhance quality infrastructure, EUROLAB is pleased to
support and bring contributions to the key agenda items, including:
e Ql supportin trade agreements
e EQIN and digitalisation
e Strengthening cooperation with the European Commission and other
stakeholders
e Enhancing EQIN visibility & representation

We are looking forward to collaborating with EQIN's members to uphold quality
standards across Europe, ensuring safety, trust, and reliability in the marketplace.

eurolab



The Second Gulf Metrology Forum on 22-23 April was a successful high-level event
organised by the Ministry of Industry and Advanced Technology (MOIAT) and the GULF
Association for Metrology (GULFMET) in Dubai. It aimed to promote the exchange of
experience among executives, experts, specialists, and technical personnel who are
directly involved in the field of metrology. The event also aligned Gulf policies, practices,
and trends in metrology with global developments in measurement techniques and their
industrial applications under the theme “Metrology for Sustainability.” EUROLAB President,
Paolo Moscatti joined the panel discussion "The Role of Metrology in Shaping a Sustainable
Future" providing insights on the key topic "Sustainability and Digitalisation leading the Lab
of the Future." His contributions focused on the importance of fostering a sustainability
culture for the Lab of the Future, outlining the advantages and challenges associated with
integrating sustainable practices into laboratories and how technology and product
innovation are continuously transforming labs into environmentally conscious entities.

THE ROLE OF METROLOGY IN SHAPING SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

wFanA e

EUROLAB President Paolo Moscatti and GULFMET
President Amina Al-Bastaki signed a Technical
Cooperation Agreement, alongside the Second *
Gulf Metrology Forum. The organisations § pe B s o1 7T A0 =umoLAs
committed to enhancing collaboration, exchanging s

expertise, and having regular consultation on iy
relevant policies and technical matters of interest
to the members of the two organisations. We
would like to thank the GULMET President and
entire team for the opportunity and we look
forward to collaborating on joint projects and
activities with GULFMET.
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EUROLAB is a Consortium Partner of the ScreenFood Project - "Metrology for Food
Safety in the Circular Economy: Targeted and Screening Methods for Contaminants in Food
and Recycled Packaging." The project is funded under the EURAMET research funding
programme, the European Partnership on Metrology, and it is coordinated by the Istituto
Nazionale di Ricerca Metrologica (INRiM).

ScreenFood aims to develop analytical strategies and reference materials supporting food
and food packaging industries in the provision of safe and sustainable products compliant to
legislation, thus having a positive impact on the public's quality of life. EUROLAB Secretary
General Laura Martin is leading Work Package 5, “Creating Impact, focused on developing an
impactful dissemination and communication strategy as well as a sustainable exploitation
and uptake plan for the use of project results and scientific data.” The project started with
meetings in June 2024 and since then all consortium partners have been working together
for the successful outcomes development of this project.

P At TN
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Internal meetings

The EUROLAB General Assembly, TCQA and Board Meetings took place on 18 and
19 April 2024 in person, kindly hosted by Austrolab at the Austrian Standards
Institute, in Vienna, Austria. This represented an important occasion for the
members not only to discuss the latest key issues for EUROLAB and the world of
laboratories, but also to share perspectives, initiatives and brainstorm new strategies
for EUROLAB's future actions.

The TCQA meeting took place on 18 April which
focused on the introduction of the newly created
Working Groups (WGs) and their recent activities
reporting. The four WGs had already developed a
roadmap with the key topics that represented
the starting point for building the strategy of the
upcoming work plans.

On 19 April, the Board Meeting discussed internal financial and legal matters,
cooperation with our members and key stakeholders, as well as the upcoming
strategic Secretariat action plan and achievements. During the GA, EUROLAB
President Paolo Moscatti and Secretary General Laura Martin gave presentations on
the EUROLAB Strategy and Activity Report 2024 that included the key policy priorities
and initiatives undertaken by the Secretariat.

The presentations placed important attention on the
recently funded projects that EUROLAB is working on:

e “Metrology underpinning informed strategies
for recycling of packaging and for food safety”

e Erasmus+ Digitalisation in Labs - Training
series project: The project has been submitted
to the European Commission for funding
under Erasmus+

e Latin America Project - Environmentally
sustainable practices in labs - submission
under Erasmus+ VET funding

During the General Assembly the following Board Members’ mandates were
renewed:
e Re-elections of the Board of Directors:
o Ewa Bulska, POLLAB, two-year term
o Alexander Safafik-Pstrosz, EUROLAB-CZ, two-year term
o Jean-Luc Laurent, EUROLAB-France, one-year term
o Paolo Moscatti, ASSOTIC, one-year term
o Omer Guzel, TURKLAB, two-year term
e Re-elections of the following positions into the Board of Directors:
o EUROLAB Treasurer - Jean-Luc Laurent, EUROLAB-France, one-year term

The next GA will be held on 29 April, in Copenhagen, kindly hosted by EUROLAB - Denmark.
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The EUROLAB National Members’ Meeting
(NMM) & Accompanying Events 2024 took
place on 17-18 October in Athens, Greece,
kindly hosted by Hellaslab. It provided a vital
opportunity for the EUROLAB community to
discuss key initiatives, strengthen
partnerships, and chart the organization’s
strategic course. The event was organized
into three formal sessions: the Board of
Administrators’ Meeting, the Technical
Committee on Quality Assurance (TCQA)
Meeting, and the NMM.

Secretary General Laura Martin provided updates on each WG's activities, including the
appointment of Leif Madsen as Chair of the Sustainability WG, who leads efforts to
support laboratories in meeting ESG and CSDR requirements. The Accreditation &
Standardisation WG discussed EUROLAB's observer role in the European Quality
Infrastructure Network (EQIN) and ongoing work on regulatory standards relevant to the
laboratory sector. The Cook Books & Technical Reports WG reviewed progress on
expanding the Labs Library and explored new formats, such as video tutorials
(“CookShows”), to make technical guidance more accessible. The Digitalisation WG
presented its newly published Technical Report on digital transformation in laboratories
and announced a series of webinars on best practices in digitalisation.

The two-day event concluded with the

National Members' Meeting, which s .
discussed EUROLAB's strategic priorities ‘ : ' "
for the coming years. The EUROLAB
Secretary General and the President gave
presentations, one of which focused on
the report that introduced a forward-
looking strategy to strengthen EUROLAB's
sustainability and offer additional value to
its members through targeted initiatives
and refined engagement efforts, working eeeeeeceeeceecccsccscccccccccone
CloselyW|ththenat|ona|members. 0 0000000000000 000 0OCOCGEOGEOGENOSNOSOSOSOOIOIPO

The event ended with closing remarks by the EUROLAB President, who extended
appreciation to HellasLab and all participants for their valuable contributions. This NMM
highlighted EUROLAB’s commitment to supporting the laboratory community across
Europe and beyond, preparing to meet the evolving challenges as well as the
opportunities raised for the laboratory sector.
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EUROLAB webinars

The recordings and materials of all the webinars organised by EUROLAB in 2024 are
still available upon request. If interested, please contact info@eurolab.org

WEBINAR eurolab

Method and procedure validation across laboratories:
navigating precision in lab practices

The EUROLAB webinar, “Method and procedure
validation across laboratories: navigating
precision in lab practices” took place online on
February 26. Participants learned from expert
speakers who spoke on validation practices across
laboratories, including calibration, testing and
reference gas laboratories, and validation of
software and computer systems within labs.

WEBINAR
28 MAY 2024

10:00 - 13:00 CEST

« THE LAB OF THE FUTURE»

Sharing best practices and expertise
for implementing innovation
in your laboratory

eurojab

o eurolab.org
=
é

On 28 May, the EUROLAB webinar, “Lab of the
Future” took place. The presentations provided a
very insightful and comprehensive overview of
methods and practices among different fields
related to digitalisation processes in labs: from
Robotics to Al methods, building a smart and
sustainable digital strategy, Smart Standards and
many more.

eurojab

UPCOMING WEBINAR

Guidelines for the
management of digitalised

systems in laboratories
accredited to ISO/IEC 17025

WEDNESDAY 10:00 - 12:00
27 NOVEMBER 2024 ONLINE ON ZOOM

Mutual Recognition Agreements on
conformity assessment and challenges
faced by laboratories in the EU and
international export markets

On 27 November, the EUROLAB webinar,
“Guidelines for Managing Digitalised Systems
in Laboratories Accredited to ISO/IEC 17025"
took place. This webinar was based on our
technical report on the same topic to help
participants understand the essential aspects of
managing digital systems within the ISO/IEC 17025
framework.

The EUROLAB webinar, “Mutual Recognition
Agreements (MRAs) on Conformity Assessment
and Challenges Faced by Laboratories in the EU
and International Export Markets” took place on
October 2. The event focused on the role of MRAs
in streamlining product approval processes,
reducing duplication of testing and certification,
lessening regulatory hurdles for laboratories, and
implementing best practices.

eurolab
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Collaboration and key
representation at events

*EU i
wn::p?r:ers need your services to el their products abroad
ut the need for unnecessary double testing and certifications

* For you to tap into this lucrative m
MRAs!

NV RATWETS 101 over 700000 £y exporters
arket, you need to be partof EU

* We can help with additional inf

ation about procedural aspects

Labsummit was held on 16-18 May in
Coimbra, Portugal. EUROLAB was proud
to be a partner of the event which
focused on providing solutions to drive
the advancement of labs. The EUROLAB
President provided insights on best
practices for digitalisation and
sustainability in labs.

The German Association of Independent
Testing Laboratories (VUP) held its annual
meeting in Saarbrucken, Germany on June 11
to promote exchanges with European
colleagues and experts. The EUROLAB
President gave a presentation on digitalisation
in conformity assessment and the lab of the
future.

The 5th Meeting of the Gulf
Committee for Laboratories (GCCLAB)
held on September 18 in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, was an important platform for
strengthening international cooperation
between EUROLAB and GCCLAB. The
EUROLAB Secretary General presented
an in-depth overview of EUROLAB's
partnerships and its role in supporting
labs across Europe.

The Croatian Metrology Society held a
master class in Mechelen, Belgium on
December 10-12 on ISO/IEC 17025. The
EUROLAB Secretary General provided the
updates on EUROLAB projects, technical
working groups and initiatives. EUROLAB
is proud to be able to support its
member’s events and initiatives.

eurolab
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Key publications

EUROLAB published several newsbriefings and reports that are of interest for its
membership and laboratory community.

On October 10, EUROLAB published

Technical Report No. 1/2024, “Guidelines
2 eurojab GUIDELINES FOR

for the . Managemen.t of Dlg!tallsed T MAN AR BT BF
Systems in Laboratories Accredited to Technical Report DIGITALISED SYSTEMS
. , : No. 1/ 2024 IN LABORATORIES
ISO/IEC1 7025.- It provides ' prac'tl'cal ACCREDITED TO
recommendations for managing digital ISO/IEC 17025

systems in laboratories while ensuring
compliance with ISO/IEC 17025.

EUROLAB, along with Eurachem, EUROLAB,
CITAC, Nordtest and RSC Analytical Methods
Committee  published a guide on Validatiollof

"Validation of measurement procedures Measurement
Procedures that

that include sampling (VaMPIS)” on
December 19. The guide is a supplement to
the existing Eurachem guidance on “The
Fitness for Purpose of Analytical Methods”
(FPAM) and “Measurement Uncertainty
arising from Sampling.”

Include Sampling

NOW AVAILABLE

https://www.eurachem.org

In 2024, EUROLAB published
four newsletters. To read
more, see the following links:
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Key dates

World Laboratory Day 2024

WORLD LABORATORY DAY @

Towards the
Lab of the Future

Celebrating the pivotal role
laboratories play in advancing
human knowledge

/

On April 23, EUROLAB celebrated the
importance of laboratories in its daily
actions. EUROLAB will continue in its
commitment to represent the voice of
laboratories in Europe and beyond,
focusing on the needs and challenges
towards the lab of the future.

World Metrology Day 2024

CALIBRATED WORLD

P13

EUROLAB celebrated May 20 by
sharing Metroteka’s “Calibrated world:
Refrigerators” on LinkedIn along with
a quote from the General Manager at
Metroteka, SiniSa Prugovecki, on the
impact and importance of
communicating  the  power  of
measurements and trust.

World Accreditation Day 2024
WORLD ACCREDITATION DAY

ACCREDITATION:
EMPOWERING TOMORROW AND SHAPING THE FUTURE

In order to mark World Accreditation
Day on June 9, EUROLAB highlighted
how its work coincides with the
theme of 2024, “Empowering
Tomorrow and Shaping the Future.”
The theme aims to draw attention to
how accreditation can give credence
to new technologies, digitalization,
and sustainability.

World Standards Day 2024

- b

WORLD STANDARDS DAY | 14 OCTOBER

O
@ {/IT\U:
T =/

For World Standards Day on October
14, EUROLAB recognized the role
standards play in  sustainable
development, innovation, and global
trade. Standards are the cornerstone
of ensuring quality, safety, and
efficiency in laboratories worldwide,
supporting progress towards a more
sustainable future.

eurolab
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EUROLAB TCQA Activities

The EUROLAB Technical Committee on Quality Assurance (TCQA) was restructuredin
2024 through the creation of four active Working Groups (WGs) that you can find
listed below. The four working groups focus on specific thematic areas and are open
to everyone who wish to join.

The Accreditation and Standardization Working Group focuses on strengthening
accreditation and standardisation processes to support laboratory and conformity
assessment services across Europe. Key priorities include ensuring accreditation for
emerging EU legislation; addressing standards revisions and new work items; and
enhancing representation and cooperation with national standardization and
accreditation bodies.

Workstream plan 2025

e Accreditation for new EU legislation (Al, CS, ESG, etc.) where accreditation is
required

e Positioning and monitoring EU/EC Technical Specifications (delegated Acts)

e Cooperation on joint comments with other partners for the revision of EA
documents/papers, technical specifications, other technical documents for
testing/conformity assessment when applicable

e Engagement & representation within European/International Fora

Transition
tool

17
eurolab



Sustainability Working Group is dedicated to fostering a culture of sustainability
within the laboratory sector, ensuring that members are well-prepared for both
regulatory changes and the shift toward greener operations. The group is addressing
topics such as the implementation of the CSRD, management of resources and
energy saving, reducing the use of hazardous chemicals, enhancing the use of
recyclable materials, managing lab waste, etc.

Workstream plan 2025

e Monitoring & positioning the Labs & CABs on key legislative developments
e EC Omnibus Simplification Package
e Guidance towards lab sustainability
e Collaboration with key stakeholders: UNIDO, My Green Lab, CEN/CENELEC

e European Projects

6 Sustainability WG

© Language changes detected. Please restart Teams to see the change.

QO o01:39:31

Chat
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Raise React View Notes Rooms Apps More
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The Digitalisation Working Group is making significant strides in supporting

laboratories through digital transformation, aligning with the needs of modern

laboratory environments and the European Digital Agenda. The WGD focus is on the Lab

the Future with its different aspects covering projects, training and publications around

smart and sustainable digitalisation strategies, use of Al and Blockchain technologies,

data and information security, interoperability of laboratory equipment and robotics,

digital certificates, etc.

Workstream plan 2025

e European Digital Quality Infrastructure

e Digital transformation processes in
laboratories

e Through a curated “Top 10" list, the WGD
has identified key digital transformation
challenges that laboratories face daily.
This list will shape upcoming training
programs and webinars to help labs
effectively navigate challenges

e Engagement & representation within European/International Fora
e Collaboration opportunities & meetings with key stakeholders: AIQI, QI-Digital Forum,
CECIP, EURACHEM, PTB, Siemens

The Publications Working Group is actively engaged in enhancing its library of up-to-
date, accessible resources to better support laboratories across Europe. Focused on the
translation, review and drafting of existing or new EUROLAB technical publications.

Workstream plan 2025 —
e Cookbook revisions and

translations Aim & Objectives
e Revisions of technical reports MISSION OF TCQA/WG-P
e New Technical publications e of (RO ol gt s 1
techmical and scientific publications, including the processes of
e Creation of the EUROLAB o sl Ko S ol oo B s o
i e
library
e Joint activities with other
stakeholders, events to euretab

promote publications

Focused revisions for key EUROLAB Cookbooks
e Use of Excel Data Handling in Laboratories
¢ C(Classification and Handling of Information in a Laboratory
e GDPR - General Data Protection Regulation

Focused revisions for EUROLAB Technical reports
e Guidelines for the management of digitalised systems in laboratories accredited to
ISO/IEC 17025

19
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EUROLAB key topic:
the Lab of the Future

Nowadays, the lab of the future is driven by fast-changing technologies and the high demands of
customers that challenges labs to do better and more efficient work. Labs have begun to drastically
change in appearance, structure and performance. New technologies such as 3D printing, robotics,
high-tech devices and cloud computing are creating paperless labs—labs of the future.

Labs are becoming interconnected by allowing workers to
perform their activities remotely in real time. The lab of the
future is focused on reducing emissions and physical waste
as well as optimising storage, energy and human resources.
This is being conducted with the rapid advancement of
technology that will determine the success of future
laboratories. Unfortunately, the slow implementation
processes of new innovations particularly affects small and
medium-sized laboratories that are struggling with the
complexity and costs of digitalisation. For this reason, it is
important to focus on new methods and strategies that can
be implemented in order to fully reach the goals of the lab of
the future. It is important to develop and implement specific
technologies such as the use of blockchain, LIMS and Al in the
field of data management, and in the building processes of
sustainable digital strategies designed to be implemented in
all labs regardless of size.

In order to support laboratories in their digital transformation journey, EUROLAB is working on
various initiatives presented in this report such as trainings, guidelines and technical reports. In
addition, EUROLAB facilitates the sharing of best practices within the Digitalisation Working Group
and works closely with several stakeholders. For 2025, EUROLAB has planned an ambitious and
results-oriented action plan for the Digitalisation Working Group, including the creation of a new
joint Working Group on Digital Transformation with EURACHEM that will address various challenges
and opportunities when it comes to digital tools, platforms, and methodologies to enhance
analytical chemistry workflows and, when and if applicable, designing and developing new ideas
and tools as well as proposing and recommending the implementation of standards to facilitate
interoperability and data integrity.

EUROLAB has also developed an internal survey addressing the ‘Daily Pains’ of laboratories when it
comes to building smart and sustainable digitalisation strategies. These challenges will be reflected in
the activities, projects and training that the Digitalisation WG will organise in 2025.
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EUROLAB Members
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EUROLAB Structure
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Conclusions

2024 was a year filled with changes, advancements and key achievements for

EUROLAB in building the foundation towards a stronger representation and
evolutionary strategy. As this Annual Report shows, many actions have been
taken to support the key pillars of EUROLAB (representation, impact,
coordination, capacity building) while working closely on projects and training
opportunities with various stakeholders.

EUROLAB is grateful to its President and Board Members for their valuable
contributions and fruitful cooperation as we look towards the evolutionary
strategy of EUROLAB for the upcoming years.

EUROLAB would also like to express the gratitude for the kind support and
collaboration of all its members and stakeholders, while continuing our
dialogue and joint work in promoting and enhancing the role and importance of
the laboratory and conformity assessment community to the safety and quality
of life.

On behalf of EUROLAB, we look forward to a successful year ahead, with new
projects, developments and ideas to further enhance our added value for the
laboratory and conformity assessment community.
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